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condo shopping

it’s no scoop to say 
Calgary’s condo market 
continues to boom, with 

more choice than ever for 
homebuyers, whether in the 
inner city or the suburbs.

But if there’s one part of town where 
momentum seems to be growing, it’s 
the East Village.

“Even though it’s been really busy 
since we started in 2007, it really 
didn’t mean anything to anybody 
until there were cranes — now there’s 
four or five cranes,” says Susan Veres, 
vice-president of marketing and 
communications for the Calgary 
Municipal land Corp., which was 

set up by the City to oversee 
development and master-planning for 
the 49 acres east of downtown. 

As of spring 2014, East Village 
sees construction well under 
way on Embassy Bosa’s Fuse and 
FrAM+Slokker’s FirST, with Embassy 
BoSA recently launching the Garden 
Collection, a new phase of its pulse 
tower, and FrAM+Slokker launching a 
new development called Verve.

“our partners are doing very well, 
and we hope to announce a third 
partner — a Calgary-based land 
developer, which will be for another 
multi-family condo development,” 
says Veres.

Nearby communities have also been 
busy on the condo front. 
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Construction symphony

Crane 
danCe
HoN ToWErS’ THE 
GuArdiAN, A MulTi-
FAMily proJECT iN 
THE BElTliNE, uNdEr 
CoNSTruCTioN.
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After bringing First to the fast-growing 
East Village, now the FRAM+Slokker 
partnership has launched VERVE, 

which promises to cast a new light on inner-
city condo living.

Located in the block surrounded by 6th 
and 7th avenues and 6th and 5th streets — a 
stone’s throw from Fort Calgary — the 25- 
storey VERVE is the first of four planned 
commercial and office towers that will create 
an eastern gateway to the village.

“VERVE will be anchored by a streetscape 
with retail and mixed-use development, and 
there will be a connecting pedestrian walkway 
that will go through the block and connect to 
the National Music Centre and future library,” 
says Fred Serrafero, vice-president of develop-
ment with the FRAM Building Group.

“We see VERVE as being at the quiet end 
of East Village next to three public parks.”

The first release of suites is 50 per cent sold 
with plenty of desirable homes still available, 
with floor plan options including one-bed-
room, one-bedroom-plus-den, two-bedroom, 
two-bedroom plus den, sub-penthouse and 
penthouse, ranging from 500 to about 1,600 
square feet.

VERVE will appeal to buyers who want 
not only easy access to downtown and all its 
culture, shopping and amenities, but also to 
places like the soon-to-be-rejuvenated St. 
Patrick’s Island, Inglewood, the Stampede 
Grounds and Fort Calgary — all of which are 
accessible by way of new pathway and bridge 
networks now under construction, says direc-

tor of sales Deb Pedersen. Of course, a supe-
rior community needs superior homes. 

“We have really innovative features within 
our suites, such as custom-designed kitchens 
— you don’t see the fridge or dishwasher as 
they’re fully integrated — and dens with glass 
sliding doors that leave the entryway open, 
but still provide you with a second room 

that you can use for overnight guests,” says 
Pedersen.

Nine-foot ceilings, custom light fixtures, 
kitchen islands, extra-wide plank flooring and 
warm LED lighting are some of the high-
lights. “We also have custom-designed Corian 
countertops, which is something new for our 
market,” says Pedersen.

VERVE will also offer superior amenity 
spaces, says Serrafero, with full operating 
kitchen and barbecue/lounge area – as well as 
a hot tub — on the sixth floor, while the 25th 
floor will have a small lounge with a terrace 
where you can enjoy the river valley view.

All but the smallest one-bedroom units 
include one titled parking stall, but for those 
who don’t need a car everyday, Serrafero says 
VERVE will offer plenty of bicycle storage, as 
well as a permanent Car2Go vehicle.

This is the second successful development 
by FRAM+Slokker in the East Village, fol-
lowing the FIRST tower, which is currently 
about 95 per cent sold, says Serrafero.

To learn more about the latest addition to 
East Village and to register for updates, visit 
vervecalgary.com or drop by the sales centre 
at 553 Riverfront Ave. S.E.
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VERVE revs up East Village with suite condo release



Condominium sales 
continue to be a 

shining light in Calgary’s 
real estate market, 
according to recent sales 
statistics from the Calgary 
real Estate Board.

Stats released in early 
March showed that year-
to-date condominium 
apartment and townhome 
listings went up 17 per 
cent and four per cent, 
respectively, compared to 
only 1.9 per cent for single-
family homes.

CrEB president Bill Kirk, in a press release, credited the 
rise to the fact 54 per cent of new apartment-style condos 
were priced below $300,000, “which is providing options 
for consumers looking for affordable product.”

According to the CrEB, sales of condo apartments 
totaled approximately $117.7 million in February 2014 (or 
just under $200 million, year-to-date), while just over $100 
million worth of town houses (or about $176.5 million, year 
to date) were sold. 

The CrEB reports the average listing price for 
condominium apartments in February was $283,400 (a 
12.4-per cent jump over February 2013) and $309,700 for 
townhomes. By comparison, the “unadjusted benchmark 
price” for single-family homes in February was $482,800, 
up 9.1 per cent from last year.

Condo prices outside Calgary in towns covered by the 
CrEB continued to be slightly less than the big city in 
February, with benchmark condo apartment prices at 
$202,700 and $256,700 for townhomes.

on tHe side

CrEB prESidENT Bill KirK. 
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Mosaic Bridgeland, Brookfield 
residential’s first inner-city multi-
family development, sold out 
in February, reports sales and 
marketing manager Kelly Halliday.

“in terms of suburban 
townhomes, we’re still selling 
in Cranston, Auburn Bay and 
McKenzie Towne,” she says. “We 
broke ground on Muskoka in 
Auburn Bay in the fall, and it’s 
actively under construction.” 
Muskoka joins ongoing 
development at Harvest Mosaic 
and Mosaic riverstone, both in 
Cranston.

Qualex-landmark’s MArK on 
10th tower south of downtown 
is 92 per cent sold, says parham 
Mahboubi, vice-president of 
marketing and new developments. 

“While the condo market in 
Calgary has been quite robust, 
Qualex-landmark’s outlook for 
2014 is equally as optimistic,” 
he says, noting there has been 
“a high proportion of repeat 
(Qualex-landmark) buyers,” 
and adding that, as the sellout 
point for MArK approaches, 
the company is preparing to 

launch park point, a two-tower 
community across the street from 
Central Memorial park.

“(We) will be taking park-side 
living to a whole new level,” 
Mahboubi says.

Avi urban, which recently 
released new homes in its Edison 
at Walden community, and with 
pre-construction sell outs reported 
in The post and Nolan Hill and 
Sawyer Silverado, is also looking 
to the future, with apartment-
style condos in Auburn Bay and 
townhome projects in Sherwood 
and Currie Barracks being 
launched over the summer.

Meanwhile, the former Victoria 
park area is also seeing action as 
2014 warms up. The Guardian by 
Hon developments has already 

sold out its first tower, now under 
construction, and sales for a 
second tower opened on March 
22.

“i think there’s a lot of demand, 
especially in the one-bedroom 
segment,” says Ernest Hon, 
director of marketing and sales. 
“Well-designed one-bedroom 
suites are in somewhat short 
supply, and a lot of new residents 
from other provinces or even 
(locally) are looking for this.” 

Hon says the new tower equals 
its twin at 44 storeys, adding 
this will make The Guardian the 
tallest all-residential tower in 
Calgary when it’s completed (first 
possessions in tower one are 
expected in 2015). y Alex Frazer-
Harrison
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Evolution by Embassy BOSA is set to 
become the hottest address in the East 
Village, and the newly launched Garden 

Collection is one reason why.
With spacious floor plans ranging from 

649-square-foot, one-bedroom designs to a 
two-bedroom-plus-family-room, 1,700-square-
foot floor plan facing the river, the Garden 
Collection is part of Pulse, Phase 2 of 
Evolution, and the developers have left the best 
for last.

“Our architect, James Cheng, designed these 
with outdoor space in mind,” says Robert 
Marchand, vice-president of sales and market-
ing for Embassy BOSA. “It’s a terraced section 
of the building — we’re facing the river, so we 
designed a boutique-style section of Pulse that 
really focuses on outdoor space.” 

Indeed, he says, some decks are as large as 
1,000 square feet, with, of course, space plan-
ning being Embassy BOSA’s No. 1 priority.

Much of the Garden Collection design came 
about from customer feedback, Marchand says.

“Our clients were asking for specific things, 
and we took the opportunity in this part of 
Pulse to deliver on that thinking,” he says. 
“What we heard is they love the quality of 

Evolution and the amenities of the neighbour-
hood, but they want more space.” 

One result of this was setting the minimum 
square footage at 649, and also adding some 
two-level homes to the mix on the upper level.

“If you look at some of our north (river)-fac-
ing homes, you can walk into a 1,700-square-
foot suite with bedrooms and baths to the back 

of the home; the front of the home is where 
the living room, dining room and kitchen are 
placed — very open-concept,” says Marchand.

Through use of structural concrete between 
suites, the use of columns in the living space 
has been kept to a minimum, increasing the 
open-concept feel and maximum use of avail-
able space, says Marchand. 

“It is a more technical (concrete) pour, but 
that’s the benefit of having your own construc-
tion company,” he says, adding the concrete has 
the added benefit of increasing soundproofing 
between not only the suites, but also between 
rooms.

The Garden Collection continues the use 
of high-end finishes and features that made 
previous phases of Evolution so popular. This 
includes Samsung and Electrolux appliances 
and a choice of two colour schemes — a tradi-
tional one focusing on granite countertops and 
wood-grain laminate, and a more contempo-
rary style with quartz.

Floor plan options include one-bedroom, 
one-bedroom-plus-den, two-bedroom, two-
bedroom-plus-den and three-bedroom. Prices 
start in the low $300,000s for the one-bed-
room suites, and they’re selling fast.

“Embassy BOSA is positioning itself to be 
the premier builder in Calgary and we’re proud 
to be in East Village, with Evolution as our 
flagship,” says Marchand.

Learn more about Evolution’s Garden 
Collection by dropping by the East Village 
Experience Centre at 553 Riverfront Ave. S.E., 
or visit evolutioncalgary.com.
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Pulse’s Garden Collection offers budding buyers spacious designs
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